Star fires up after a run in death seat 
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YOU CHAMP: Calder Sensation gets a big hug from Rick Burchell after his Moonee Valley win. Photo: GLENN FERGUSON

IT takes a lot to bring tears to the eyes of the hardened men of the horse racing industry. So, when they openly admit to crying after watching a horse win, you know it must have been something special. 
It happened at Moonee Valley last Friday night when Mount Duneed-owned trotter Calder Sensation capped off a remarkable comeback from a serious tendon injury that not only threatened to end his career, but also his life.

The six-year-old, which earlier this year underwent revolutionary tendon cell treatment, not only raced for the first time in 17 months, but he remarkably won the 2575m event.

``It was the most excitement I've ever had in my time in horse racing,'' owner Rick Burchell said of the win.

``Nothing will ever top the feeling I had watching him win last Friday night. By rights, the horse should be dead.''

As a four-year-old, Calder Sensation finished fourth in the rich 2006 Inter Dominion Trotters Championship and appeared to have a bright future.

However, when the injury to his suspensory ligament was discovered last year, everyone feared the worst.

Out of desperation, Burchell turned to Dr James Vanner at the Geelong Veterinary Hospital.

``I'm a person by character who never gives up, so I went searching for an alternative and came across the Geelong Vet Hospital and they offered to do some trials on the horse,'' Burchell said.

``They said this tendon cell treatment was all experimental.

``For nine months, all he did was stand still in a box. Then, slowly, we got him walking again and when he came back to (trainer) Johnny Caldow's property, he was walking 10km a day. He was over the moon to take him back.''

Dr Vanner said what Calder Sensation achieved last week was a satisfying achievement for he and New Zealand vet Dr Patrick Casey, who developed the treatment.

In fact, Dr Vanner said so keen was Dr Casey to watch the horse make his comeback, that he flew to Melbourne from America.

``He arrived on Friday afternoon, watched the race and flew out at 6am on Saturday morning,'' Dr Vanner said.

